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the integrity of these promised bene-
fits. This is especially true among mi-
nority and women workers. Improving
awareness and education is a good first
step in reconciling the need of social
insurance, providing social protection
with individual responsibility.

Again, I applaud the gentleman from
Illinois [Mr. FAWELL] for his leadership
on this issue, and I look forward to
working with him to provide retire-
ment security for all Americans and
their families. I too would like to wish
him well in his retirement from this
House for much of the outstanding
work that he has done, and I urge my
colleagues to support H.R. 1377, Sav-
ings Are Vital to Everyone’s Retire-
ment Act.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAZIO). All time has expired.

The question is on the motion offered
by the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. FA-
WELL] that the House suspend the rules
and concur in the Senate amendment
to the bill, H.R. 1377.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the Sen-
ate amendment was concurred in.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FAWELL. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the matter just considered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.
f

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE
SENATE

A further message from the Senate
by Mr. Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate had passed
without amendment a joint resolution
of the House of the following title:

H.J. Res. 104. Joint resolution making fur-
ther continuing appropriations for the fiscal
year 1998, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate had passed a bill of the follow-
ing title, in which the concurrence of
the House is requested:

S. 1502. An act entitled the ‘‘District of Co-
lumbia Student Opportunity Scholarship Act
of 1997’’.

f
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UNITED STATES FIRE ADMINIS-
TRATION AUTHORIZATION ACT
FOR FISCAL YEARS 1998 AND 1999

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the Senate bill (S. 1231) to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal years 1998
and 1999 for the United States Fire Ad-
ministration, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read as follows:
S. 1231

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘United
States Fire Administration Authorization
Act for Fiscal Years 1998 and 1999’’.
SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Section 17(g)(1) of the Federal Fire Preven-
tion and Control Act of 1974 (15 U.S.C.
2216(g)(1)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of subpara-
graph (E);

(2) by striking the period at the end of sub-
paragraph (F) and inserting a semicolon; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:
‘‘(G) $29,664,000 for the fiscal year ending

September 30, 1998; and
‘‘(H) $30,554,000 for the fiscal year ending

September 30, 1999.’’.
SEC. 3. SUCCESSOR FIRE SAFETY STANDARDS.

The Federal Fire Prevention and Control
Act of 1974 (15 U.S.C. 2201 et seq.) is amend-
ed—

(1) in section 29(a)(1), by inserting ‘‘or any
successor standard to that standard’’ after
‘‘Association Standard 74’’;

(2) in section 29(a)(2), by inserting ‘‘, or any
successor standard to that standard’’ before
‘‘, whichever is appropriate,’’;

(3) in section 29(b)(2), by inserting ‘‘, or any
successor standard to that standard’’ after
‘‘Association Standard 13 or 13–R’’;

(4) in section 31(c)(2)(B)(i), by inserting ‘‘or
any successor standard to that standard’’
after ‘‘Life Safety Code)’’; and

(5) in section 31(c)(2)(B)(ii), by inserting
‘‘or any successor standard to that standard’’
after ‘‘Association Standard 101’’.
SEC. 4. TERMINATION OR PRIVATIZATION OF

FUNCTIONS.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days be-

fore the termination or transfer to a private
sector person or entity of any significant
function of the United States Fire Adminis-
tration, as described in subsection (b), the
Administrator of the United States Fire Ad-
ministration shall transmit to Congress a re-
port providing notice of that termination or
transfer.

(b) COVERED TERMINATIONS AND TRANS-
FERS.—For purposes of subsection (a), a ter-
mination or transfer to a person or entity
described in that subsection shall be consid-
ered to be a termination or transfer of a sig-
nificant function of the United States Fire
Administration if the termination or trans-
fer—

(1) relates to a function of the Administra-
tion that requires the expenditure of more
than 5 percent of the total amount of funds
made available by appropriations to the Ad-
ministration; or

(2) involves the termination of more than 5
percent of the employees of the Administra-
tion.
SEC. 5. NOTICE.

(a) MAJOR REORGANIZATION DEFINED.—With
respect to the United States Fire Adminis-
tration, the term ‘‘major reorganization’’
means any reorganization of the Administra-
tion that involves the reassignment of more
than 25 percent of the employees of the Ad-
ministration.

(b) NOTICE OF REPROGRAMMING.—If any
funds appropriated pursuant to the amend-
ments made by this Act are subject to a re-
programming action that requires notice to
be provided to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives, notice of that action shall con-
currently be provided to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate and the Committee on Science of
the House of Representatives.

(c) NOTICE OF REORGANIZATION.—Not later
than 15 days before any major reorganization
of any program, project, or activity of the
United States Fire Administration, the Ad-
ministrator of the United States Fire Ad-
ministration shall provide notice to the
Committees on Science and Appropriations
of the House of Representatives and the
Committees on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation and Appropriations of the
Senate.
SEC. 6. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON THE YEAR 2000

PROBLEM.
With the year 2000 rapidly approaching, it

is the sense of Congress that the Adminis-
trator of the United States Fire Administra-
tion should—

(1) give high priority to correcting all 2-
digit date-related problems in the computer
systems of the United States Fire Adminis-
tration to ensure that those systems con-
tinue to operate effectively in the year 2000
and in subsequent years;

(2) as soon as practicable after the date of
enactment of this Act, assess the extent of
the risk to the operations of the United
States Fire Administration posed by the
problems referred to in paragraph (1), and
plan and budget for achieving compliance for
all of the mission-critical systems of the sys-
tem by the year 2000; and

(3) develop contingency plans for those sys-
tems that the United States Fire Adminis-
tration is unable to correct by the year 2000.
SEC. 7 ENHANCEMENT OF SCIENCE AND MATHE-

MATICS PROGRAMS.
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-

trator, means the Administrator of the Unit-
ed States Fire Administration.

(2) EDUCATIONALLY USEFUL FEDERAL EQUIP-
MENT.—The term ‘‘educationally useful Fed-
eral equipment’’ means computers and relat-
ed peripheral tools and research equipment
that is appropriate for use in schools.

(3) SCHOOL.—The term ‘‘school’’ means a
public or private educational institution
that serves any of the grades of kindergarten
through grade 12.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—It is the sense of Congress

that the Administrator should, to the great-
est extent practicable and in a manner con-
sistent with applicable Federal law (includ-
ing Executive Order No. 12999), donate educa-
tionally useful Federal equipment to schools
in order to enhance the science and mathe-
matics programs of those schools.

(2) REPORTS—
(A) IN GENERAL—Not later than 1 year after

the date of enactment of this Act, and annu-
ally thereafter, the Administrator shall pre-
pare and submit to the President a report
that meets the requirements of this para-
graph. The President shall submit that re-
port to Congress at the same time as the
President submits a budget request to Con-
gress under section 1105(a) of title 31, United
States Code.

(B) CONTENTS OF REPORT.—The report pre-
pared by the Administrator under this para-
graph shall describe any donations of educa-
tionally useful Federal equipment to schools
made during the period covered by the re-
port.

SEC. 8. REPORT TO CONGRESS.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days

after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Administrator of the United States Fire Ad-
ministration (referred to in this section as
the ‘‘Administrator’’) shall prepare and sub-
mit to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Science of the House
of Representatives a report that meets the
requirements of this section.

(b) CONTENTS OF REPORT.—The report
under this section shall—
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